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THE TORY REFORMERS
1822-1827
§ 272. the enlightened tories.—When Castlereagh com-
mitted suicide in a fit of depression in 1822, Lord Liverpool had
great difficulty in finding a suitable man to take over the re-
sponsible duties of Foreign Secretary. The most obvious
candidate for the post was George Canning (1770-1827), who
had made a mark as Foreign Secretary fifteen years before. But
Canning had resigned over the Cabinet's persecution of the
Queen (§ 271), and had thereby brought himself into extreme
disfavour with George IV. It seemed as if his career as an
active statesman was closed. He had just accepted the post of
Governor-General of India—which meant that he would dis-
appear altogether from public life at home—when the death of
Castlereagh opened the path of ambition to him again. At
first the King would not hear of appointing him, but he gave
way when Lord Liverpool forced his hand by threatening to
resign himself; for this might have led to the Whigs gaining
office, and George IV had now become as bitter a Tory as his
father.
Canning was a very different type of man from his prede-
cessor. Castlereagh was a haughty aristocrat, who made no
attempt to win popularity for himself or his measures. Canning,
on the other hand, had made his way in the political world by
a forceful personality and brilliant speech-making (Nigi). His
colleagues in the Cabinet had alwaj^s rather looked down on
him as a man of doubtful social position—very clever, no doubt,
but not to be regarded as one of themselves.
But other changes now took place in the Liverpool Ministry
which made Canning more at home in it. Several of the old
" die-hard " Tories like Sidmouth and Eldon resigned at about
this time, and their places were taken by Tories of a new type—

